THE  AGRARIAN REVOLUTION	'
^Nevertheless, at the beginning of the eighteenth century font a 'large
a great deal of opgn-field remained.    Of the total area'1' of England was
England, slightly over a half was under cultivation, and of
this perhaps three-fifths (about 10,500,000 acres) was still
open-field.; In Nottinghamshire only 10 per cent, of the
total area of the county had been enclosed/ more than half
of the county of Northampton was unenclosed,2 and of
Cambridgeshire 89 per cent, was unenclosed at the end of
the eighteenth century.3
i In the eighteenth, century enclosures Increased rapidlv. Two, , f
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There were two methods adopted, enclosure by agreement, enclosure:
and enclosure by Act of Parliament^ There can be little
doubt that both methods were used at the same time, though Act
enclosure by Act became very much more common after
1760. i Enclosure by agreement had been the usual method
in the seventeenth century, and agreements were frequently
ratified by the Court of Chancery or the Court of Exchequer.
But it was often difficult, except where one landowner held
the majority of the land, to secure agreement amongst the
proprietors, and enclosure by Act was often an easier method,
since Parliament represented the landed class and was
generally favourable to enclosure.) Only 208 Enclosure
Acts were passed between 1700 and I76o,4 but '1,355 were
passed between 1760 and 1793, and 1,934 between 1793
and 1815. 5 In 1801 the first General Enclosure Act was
passed, but this only simplified and cheapened the procedure,
and it was still necessary to obtain a particular Act for each
enclosure.
Between 1700 and 1815 enclosure by Act added about
5,500,000 acres to the enclosed fields, which, represented enclosed
about 17 per cent, of the total area of England6 and affected
about a third of the parishes.7 Of the amount of land
enclosed by agreement there is no available record. U' A
large part of England was undoubtedly being enclosed
otherwise than by Act of Parliament simultaneously with
1	Chambers, Nottinghamshire in the Eighteenth Century, p. 149.
2	Lipson, op. cit., p. 413.	3 Ernie, op. cit.t p. 242,
4 Johnson, op. tit., p. 90.	5 Ernie, op. cit., p. 2.13.
6 Jolinson, op. ciL, p. 90.                      7 Slater, op. cit.t p. 115.

